We report the case of a mentally retarded male with a ring 17 chromosome who had subretinal drusen-like deposits in each eye. This is the second report offlecked retina in a patient with ring 17 chromosome, suggesting that there may be a causal relationship between abnormalities of chromosome 17 and retinal pigment epithelial or photoreceptor dysfunction.
In inherited diseases cytogenetic abnormalities may provide the first clues to the location of the underlying genetic defect. For example, the association between interstitial deletions and ocular diseases such as retinoblastoma,' aniridia,2 and choroideraemia3 has led to the localisation of the genetic loci for these conditions.
Ring chromosomes are thought to form by breaks occurring in both arms of a chromosome with fusion ofthe proximal ends leading to loss of the distal fragments. 4 
